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Ay WAS always particularly sabe 

© with that fcene in ‘the firit part of 

I Harty the fourth, where the hu- 

eS ‘mourous Sir ‘John Falftaff, after 

} upbraiding the’ prince with being 

LEO EG the corruptor 7 his morals, and re= 

folving on amendment; forms a very reafonable ‘with 

< _to know where 4 a commodity of good fatties may’ ‘be 

«“ bought.” Te happens ‘indeed‘a little ‘anfortunately, 

chat he immediately relipfes into his “old coiirfés, and | 

enters into a fchemé for a robbery that night, which © 

he ‘endeavours to juftify - by calling “it his ‘Trap: > 

“6. Why, Hal, fays he, ‘tis my vocaTion, Hal? ’tis’ 
< ‘no sin for a-man to LABOUR in his vocATION.” 


Ag 
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As often as this paffage has occurred tome, I could 
not help thinking’ that if we were to look narrowly into 
the condud of mankind, we-thould find the fat knight's 
excufe to have a more general influence than is com- 
monly imagined, It thould-feem-as if there were cer- 
tain degrees of difhonefty which were allowable, and 
_ that moft occupations have an acknowledged Tatitude in 

one or more particulars, where men may be rogues with 
| impunity, and almoft without blame. 

Iy will be no difficult tafk to illuftrate the truth of 
this: jobfervation, by {crutenizing into the conduc of 
men of all ranks, orders and _profeflions. This thall 
be the fubje& of to-day’s paper; and)I  fhall begin, 
where-it is always _arienmere to begit with my 
betters‘and fuperiors, 

“THE tyrant, who to gratify his ambition, depopulates 
whole nations, ‘and facrifices the lives of millions of his 
fubjeéts to his infatiable defire of conqueft, isa GLoRI- 
ous prince, ‘Destruction i iS his TRADE, and he is 
only LABoURING in his VocATJON. | 

_ Tae ftatefmnan, who {preads corruption over a coun 
try, and enflaves the people to enrich himfelf, or agrand- 
Ize his matter, is an ABLE minifter ; OPPRESSION is his 
CALLING, and it is ne. fin in him to LABOUR in’ his 
VOCATION, 

THE patriot, who oppofes the meafares of the ftates- 
man ; who rails at corruption in the houfe, and bawls 
till morning for his poor bleeding country, may, if ad- 
mitted to a pot, adopt the principles he abhorred, and 
purfue, the meafures he condemned : fuch a one is a 
TRADER in POWER, and only, -LABOURING in his vo- 


CATION, 
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Est condefcending patron, who fond of followers 
and dependants, deals out his {miles to all about him, 
and buys flattery with promifes ; who fhakes the needy 
wit by the hand, and affures him of his protection one 
hour, and forgets that he has ever feen him the next, is 
a GREAT MAN: DECEIT is his vocATION. 

_ Tue man in office, whofe perquifites are wrung from 
the poor pittances of the miferable, and who enriches 
himfelf by pillaging the widow and the orphan, receives 
no more than his AccusTOMED DveEs, and is only La~ 
BOURING in his vOCATION. 

_ "Pe divine, who fubfcribes to articles that he does 
not believe ; who negleéts practice for profeffion, and 
God for his Grace ; who bribes a miftrefs, or facrifices 
a fifter for preferment; who preaches faith without 
works, and damns all who differ from him, may be an 
orthodox divine, and only LABOURING in his YoCATION- 

Tue lawyer, who makes truth falthood, and falfhood 
truth ; who pleads the caufe of the. oppreffor againft 
the innocent, and brings ruin upon the wretched, is a 
man of eminence in the world, and the companion of 
honeft'men: Lyine is his TRaDE, and he is only 
LABOURING in his VOCATION. 

Tue phyfician, who vifits you three times a day in 
a cafe that he knows to be incurable; who denies his 
affiftance to the poor, and writes more for the apothe- 
cary than the patient, is an HONEST phyfician, and only 
LABOURING in his vocATION. 

Tue fine lady of fafhion, who piques herfelf upon 
her virtue, perhaps. little too much ; who attends the 
fermon every funday, and prayers every weekedzy ; and 
who if fhe flanders her beft friends, does it only to re- 
form them, may innocently indulge herfelf in a little 

CHEATING at CARDS; fhe has made it her vocaTion. 


Tue 
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“ue tradefman, who ‘affures you upon his honeft 
word that he will deal juftly with you; yet fells you his. 
worlt, commodities at, the. higheft price, and exults at 
over-reaching you, is,aGoop MAN, and only LaBouR-: 

ING in. his VOCATION. : { 

Tue infidel,, who fond of an -evil fame, would am 
you of areligion that inculcates virtue, and infures hap- 
pineis as u's reward ; who laughs at an hereafter, and) 
takes from you the only expectation that can make life 
endurable, isa DEALER in TRUTH, and only LagouR- 
ING in his vocATION. 

. Tue -auihor, who to infure a fale to his works, 
throws out his flander againft the good, and poifons the 
young and virtuous by tales of wantonnef¢ and inde- 
cency, isa WRITER of sPiRIT, and only LABOURING 
in his vocATION. 

To take characters in the tees the onesie, who 
cheats you at play; the man of pleafure, who corrupts 
the chaftity of your wife; the friend, who tricks you, 
in a horfe; the fteward, who defrauds you in his -ac- 
counts; the butler, who robs you ‘of your wine; the 
footman, who fteals your linen ; the houfekeeper, who- 
overcharges you in her bills; the gardener, who fends 


your fruit to market; the groom, who ftarves your 
horfes to put their lioarance in his pocket ; in fhort, 
the whole train of fervants, who impofe upon you in 
the feveral articles entrufted to their care, are only re- 


céiving their LAWFUL PERQUISITES, and LABOURING 
in their VOCATIONS. 

. _I xxow but of one fet of men, who ought commonly 
to be excepted 1 in this general charge; and thofe are the 
projeGtors. The fchemes of all fuch gentlemen are ufu- 
ally too romantic to impofe upon the credulity of the 
world; and not being able to plunder their employers, 
they are LABOURING in their vocATIONS to cheat only 


themfelves. 


x 
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‘I woutp not be mifunderftood upon this occafion, as 
if 1 meant to advife all people to be honeft, and'to do as 
they would be done by in their fevéral vocations : far be 
it from me to intend any fuch thing ; I'am as well affured 
as they are that it would not anfwer their purpofes. ‘The 
tyrant would have no glory without conquefts ; his mini- 
‘fter no followers without bribes ; the patriot no place 
without oppofition ; ; the patron no flatterers without pro- 
mifing; the man in office no perquifites without fraud ; 
the divine no pluralities without time-ferving ; the law- 
yer no clients without lying; the phyfician no practice 
without apothecaries; the tradefman no country houfe 
without exacting ; ; the fine lady no routs without cheat= 
ing; the infidel ‘no fame without profelytes, and'the 
author no dinner without flander and wantonnefs.’ THe 
gamefter would be undone; the man ‘of pleafure inac- 
tive; the gentleman-jocky would fell his horfe at‘ half- 
price; and the fteward, the butler, the footinan, the 
houfekeeper, ‘the gardener, the groom, and the whole 
train of fervants lof their neceffary perquifites. 

* Tue old maxim, that “ honefty is the beft policy,” 
has been long ago exploded : but Iam firmly of opinion, 
that the APPEARANCE of it might, if well put on, pro-= 
mote a man’s intereft, though the rearity muft de- 
ftroy it. I would therefore recommend it to perfons in 
all vocations (if it be but by way of trial, and for the 
novelty of the thing) to put on now and'then the ap- 
PEARANCE Of alittle honefty. Moft men have a natural 
diflike to be cheated with their eyes open; and though 
it is the fafhion of the times to wear no.concealment, 
yet to deceive behind the mafk of integrity, has been 
deemed the moft effectual:method. To further this 
end, the APPEARANCE of a {mall portion of RELIGION 
would not be amifs; but I would by no means have this 


matter overdone, as it commonly is. Going to prayers 


every 
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everyday, or finging pfalms on a Sunday: in a room next 
the ftrect, may look 2 little {ufpicious, and fer the 
neighbours upon the watch: nor would I advifethat a 
-tradefnan fhould ftand at the thop-door' with a. prayer- 
book in his hand, or that a lawyer thould carry the 
Whole Duty of Man in his bag to. Weftminfter-hall, 
and read it in court as often as he fits down: there are 
other methods that may anfwer the purpofe of cheating 
much. better. A yea and nay convesfation, interrupted 
with a few fighs and groans for the iniquities of the 
witked, loud refponfes at church, and long graces at 
meals, with here and there a godly hook lying in the 
‘window, or in places moft in fight, will be of fingular 
utility; and farther than this I would by no means 
advife. : 
To all thofe gentlemen and ladies who follow no vo- 
cations, and who have therefore no immediate intereftt 
in cheating, I would. recommend the eractice of ho- 
nefty before the apPEARANCE of it. As fuch perfons 
ftand in no,need of a cloak, I fhall fay nothing to them 
of religion, only that the rEatiTyx of it might be ufeful 
to. them in afflictions, -or if ever they fhould take it into 
their heads that they muft one day die, it might poffi- 
bly alleviate the bitternefs of fo uncommon a thought. 
To do as they would be done by, would in all proba- 
bility render them happier in themfelves, and lead them 
to the enjoyment. of new pleafures in the happinefs of 
others. 





LON DON: Primed tor R. and J. DODSLEY in Pall-Mall, 
(svhcre letters tothe author are taken in) and fold byM. COOPER a 
the Globe im Pater-Nofter-Row. Price ad, 





